
 
 

-English Literature Terms- 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Three Balloons 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
Three balloons go to a top Restaurant, the 
Hyperbole for a meal, Mummy Balloon, 
Daddy Balloon, and Baby Balloon. After a 
three part exchange Mummy and Daddy 
Balloon agree to pay the bill between them. 
 
 

 
 

Hello, how are you? Said the snotty waiter as they sat down 
 
After looking at the menu baby balloon says 
can we have a starter, main, and dessert, I 
want discourse, innit. 

 
Innit? That’s gonna filler you right up, you idiolect 
For starters can we have the adjacency pairs?  
Yes you can replies the Waiter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Would you like the wine lists?   
No thank you just water please 
What water would one want, Alliteration, its Vocalic 
We will waiter, why water’s wonderful 

 
For our main, can you tell me what meat is in the  
Mean Turine of Lean Meat and Bean? 

Yes Sir, it is donkey 
Donkey! 
Yes sir it is Assonance. 

 
Well that sound pretty ugly and in my unbiased 
opinion you can’t beat a good bit of steak, we 
will have one steak each 

 
Well Madam, you sound like an Oxymoron! 

 
 

For dessert, can we have one Complication cone, one climax cup cake, and finally a 
sponge ring of resolution? Oh and can we have some allegory sauce to finish it off.  
 
The waiter nods and hurries off 

 
Having finished his starter, and with both Mummy & daddy 
balloon still eating. Baby balloon becomes bored. 
Looking around he suddenly spots Mummy balloon’s knot. 
He leans over and slyly unties the knot. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hyperbole – Is an overstatement or exaggerated language that distorts 
facts by making them much bigger than they are looked at objectively 

Personification – is giving human traits 
(qualities, feelings, action, or characteristics) 
to non-living objects 

Alliteration – The occurrence of 
the same letter or sound at the 
beginning adjacent or closely 
connected words 

 

Assonance – Resemblance of 
sound between words arising 
from the rhyming of vowels only 
or from use of identical 
consonants with different vowels 

 

Oxymoron – Combines two terms that are normally 
contradictory. E.g. pretty ugly 

Complication – When the characters are challenged by a particular circumstance. Their response to this is what makes the story.   

 

Adjacency Pairs – Two utterances linked in an obvious or clear 
way, always said by different speakers. E.g. question/answer; 
apology/acceptance 

Resolution – When the story ends having sorted out as much as the writer feels 
is necessary for the reader 
 

Climax – When matters come to a head 

 

Exposition - Where we are told whom the story concerns, and when 
and where it happens. 

Three part exchange – 3 utterances linked in an obvious or clear 
way, usually rallied between two speakers e.g. (A) asks question, 
(b) answers, (a) provides comment/feedback  

Phatic Utterance – Utterance having little meaning but a social 
purpose. E.g. hello, how are you?   

Filler – word with no/little meaning. Speakers often have 
preferred fillers; they form part of our idiolect. E.g. innit   

Idiolect – An individual way of talking, often characterized 
by dialect terms, favoured fillers that distinguish them from 
the majority   

Back channel – feedback offered by one or more listener to main speaker, taking 
form of minimal responses and non-verbal communication e.g. nods, laughter. 

Assimilation – two words made into one; a non 
standard form using no apostrophe. E.g. gonna   



 
 
Whoosh, and off flies Mummy Balloon, off her seat zigzagging around the room and then plop 
landing flat back on her seat. 
 
 
 
Daddy balloon doesn’t look too 
impressed and turns to Baby Balloon 
‘For Onomatopoeia sake, was that 
you?’  
 
No it wasn’t me, I aven’t done anything.’ 

 
 

 
 
The waiter then brings out the main; three steaks and bottled water. Again Baby Balloon is the first 
to finish and quickly becomes bored. Looking around he suddenly spots Daddy Balloon’s knot. So 
again he leans over and slyly unties the knot. 
 
 
Whoosh, and off flies Daddy Balloon, off his seat zigzagging around the room and then plop 
landing flat back on his seat. 
 

 
Daddy Balloon looking a little deflated. Wasn’t 
impressed at all and turns to Baby Balloon ‘For 
Onomatopoeia sake, was that you?’  

 
No it wasn’t me, I aven’t done anything.’ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Having finished their Main, the waiter brings out the dessert. Again Baby Balloon is the first to finish 
and becomes bored. Looking around he spots his own knot. Knowing what happened before he 
starts to think. 

‘In my head this voice I’ve got 
Telling me to fiddle with my knot 

If I do I might get shot 
But if I don’t it’ll ruin the plot’ 

Baby Balloon slowly leans back and unties the knot. 
 
 

Whoosh, and off flies Baby Balloon, off his seat zigzagging around the room and then plop landing 
flat back on his seat. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Daddy Balloon by now is fuming, for Onomatopoeia sake that was definitely you. That’s it I’ve had 
enough. You really don’t understand what you’ve done do you? 
 

You’ve let your mum down; you’ve let your dad down,  
But worst of all you’ve let yourself down. 

 

Discourse – Any form of oral or written communication more 
extensive than a sentence, usually based around the same subject. 

 

Onomatopoeia – The use of words that sound 
like what they mean such as whoosh 

Allegory – is a narrative where similarities between the narratives are used symbolically to suggest 
something else; a journey could be used allegorically to suggest a person's journey through life, etc. 

 

Rhyme – Correspondence of sound between words or 
the endings of words, especially when used in poetry 

Narrative Structure – A structure of speech or written discourse; a narrative structure is probably 
the most simple as narrative is normally one person telling an account, story or really bad joke. 

 

Rhythm – The measured flow of words and phrases in verse or 
prose as determined by the length of and stress of syllables. 

 

Elision – Missing out a sound 
within a word. E.g. goin, aven’t. 


